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IMMANUEL 

“God with us.” 

In these three words are locked up the divine and human nature in one person , the God-man Jesus 

Christ. 

The existence of God in the “flesh” has created much anxiety for some whilst for many a believer the 

truth and reality of the existence of Jesus and the reality of Him being God is an awesome wonder that 

one beholds.  

The foundational scripture of John 1:1 and John 1:14 clarifies and establishes the four great affirmations 

about Christ. 

Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

Joh 1:2  He was in the beginning with God.  

Joh 1:3  All things came into being through Him, and without Him not even one thing came into being 

that has come into being. 

Joh 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as 

of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and of truth.  

 

1. Eternity 

2. Equality 

3. Deity 

4. Humanity 

 

If one does not meet the Lord as Jesus of Nazareth the one will never fully undertstand him as Christ of 

glory. We have to know Him as the Son of Man before we can properly adore Him as Son of God. 

 

Why is it so important that Christ be truly human? Why is a denial of His true humanity the mark of 

antichrist and why must this doctrine be defended at all costs? The following eight reasons provide 

answers: 

  

a Christ’s humanity fits Him to be our Redeemer (Heb 2:11-17) 

Redemption for the human race would have been impossible without Christ becoming flesh. Under the 

Mosaic law, a relative had the right to buy land from a brother who had fallen into financial difficulties 

(Lev 25:25). Such a relative was called in Hebrew a ‘goel’, one who has the right to redeem. Boaz was 



the ‘kinsman redeemer’ who, related to Naomi, acted as redeemer in accordance with the law and 

bought the land from Naomi and married Ruth (Ruth 4). All of this prefigured Christ, who by becoming 

man also became our ‘near-kinsman’ (Heb 2:11-17).  

  

b. Christ’s humanity enables Him to die (Heb 2:9) 

Angels do not and cannot die, but in order to become the sacrifice for our sins the Lord Jesus became a 

little lower in rank than the angels. He became man and thus was able to die. His humanity is absolutely 

essential to all that He did on the cross. 

  

c. Christ’s humanity fits Him to be our High Priest (Heb 2:17, 4:15) 

The risen Lord Jesus is the Great High Priest who has real and genuine sympathy for His people on earth. 

As their High Priest in heaven, Christ’s ministry is based on his experiences in this world that are 

uniquely connected with His humanity. During 33 years on earth He became intimately familiar with 

suffering, misunderstanding, weariness and pain. In fact, he was subject to all the trials of the human 

condition, apart from the question of sin.  

  

d. Christ’s humanity fits  last Adam and the first Adam (1 Cor 15:45-47) 

Adam is seen in scripture as the physical head of the human race. His sin in the garden constituted us all 

sinners and made us liable to death (Rom 5:12). Just as all were made sinners though Adam, so all may 

be judicially made righteous through Christ: “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 

so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” (Rom 5:19) 

   

Without becoming man none of this would have been possible. He is now the head of a race of 

redeemed sinners (the last Adam). 

  

e. Christ’s humanity links Him with David and thus the throne of Israel (Matt 1:1, Luke 1:32, Rom 1:3) 

Christ’s links with David are vital and frequently mentioned in the Bible. 

 He was made of the seed of David according to the flesh (Rom 1:3)  

 He was born in the City of David (Luke 2:11)  

 He was promised the sure mercies of David – Acts 13:34 (2 Sam 7:12-14 – the seed, the throne, 

the house)  

 He has the key of David (Rev 2:7)  

 His is the root and offspring of David (Rev 22:16)  

 He is both David’s Son and David’s Lord (Matt 22:43-45)  

 He will sit on the throne of David (Luke 1:32) 

Clearly none of this makes sense unless the Lord Jesus is related to David. The gospels give us two 

genealogies of Christ: Matthew Ch 1. and Luke Ch. 3. Each list is identical from Abraham to David, but 

from David to Christ the line diverges. Luke traces the line from David through his son Nathan to Joseph 

the husband of Mary. Matthew traces the line from David through his son Solomon to Mary the mother 

of the Lord. Thus Christ’s parents, Joseph and Mary, were both directly related to David. However, in 

Joseph’s line a King called Jeconiah (Matt 1:11) was cut off by God. All His children were disqualified 

from sitting on David’s throne (Jer 22:30). How then can Christ inherit David’s throne? Due to the virgin 

birth Joseph was not the actual father of Jesus! So, Christ is physically related to David through Mary 

(Luke 3), and legally related to David through Joseph (Matt 1). 

  

 



f. Christ’s humanity links Him to Abraham and thus the land (Matt 1:1, Gal 3:16, Heb 2:16) 

In Genesis 12 God promised Abraham a nation (v2), a blessing (v3) and a land (v7). These promises were 

made to Abraham and his seed. In Galatians 3:16 Paul explains how this promise is to be fulfilled 

through the singular seed of Abraham, that is, Christ. For Israel to inherit all these promises, Christ had 

to become a man and be born to a Jewish mother. Though to this day Israel says the land is theirs apart 

from Christ, through Isaac, and Islam says the land is theirs apart from Christ and Isaac, through Ishmael, 

the fact is the land is Israel’s through Christ. As Joshua brought Israel into the land, their rest, so Christ 

will bring Israel into their millennial rest and through them all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

  

g. Christ’s humanity enables Him to fulfill scripture 

How many Old Testament prophecies would have gone unfulfilled if Christ had never become man! For 

example, the Lord’s prophecy of the seed of the woman who would bruise Satan’s head (Gen 3:16), 

Isaiah’s prophecy of a virgin birth (Isa 7:14) and David’s prophecy of a Messiah nailed by hands and feet 

(Psa 22:16). A fuller list could be drawn up, but these suffice to show that there are Old Testament 

prophecies of physical events in the life of the Messiah that could not have been fulfilled if He had not 

become a real man of flesh and blood. 

  

h. Christ’s humanity is essential to the fulfillment of God’s will that all creation will be under a man 

(Heb 2:6-9) 

The New Testament reveals that the dominion over creation lost by the first man (Adam) will be 

regained by the second man, Christ. The crown that Adam forfeited will yet be worn by a real man in the 

very same world in which it was lost by a man (Heb 2:6-9). Thus Christ’s humanity is essential to this 

eventual triumph. 

 

 

The teaching of Christ pre-existence is foundational to the Christian faith. Its teaching is also the basis on 

which other Christian doctrines depend. Without the pre-existence Christ’s incarnation, resurrection, 

and atoning work are in question. Since Christ’s pre-existence has been taught since the beginning of the 

early church and reaffirmed by the New Testament authors, the acceptance or rejection of this doctrine 

affects the whole of Christology and our overall understanding of Christianity. The traditional teaching is 

that Christ preexisted before he became human as Jesus of Nazareth. God the Son, and the second 

person of the Trinity, is part of the Godhead, preexisting before the incarnation. This doctrine of Christ’s 

pre-existence explains why the incarnation is an expression of God’s love for fallen humanity. 

 

The Jesus Christ existed before he entered into this world through the incarnation. Our understanding 

and acceptance of the pre-existence is important as it affects our understanding of God, the Trinity, 

Christology, creation, and salvation. Without the Son’s pre-existence there can be no incarnation, which 

is the precursor to the Christian doctrine of salvation and God’s covenant laid out in the Old Testament 

scriptures.  

 

This is why the pre-existence is so significant.  

 

The New Testament writers, Paul, John, and the Hebrews author affirmed Christ  

pre-existence not in the context of proving the doctrine, but instead mentioned it for the purpose of 

making another point. The writers understood and accepted its teaching as a  

cord belief. 

In the Gospel of John, the Jewish leaders questioned Jesus on who he was.  



During their interrogation, Jesus answers them, Literally, "Before Abraham was existing, I am." Jesus 

clearly identified his position of his pre-existence in John 8:58.  

According to scholars this is the clearest instance of Jesus claim of divinity and is the equivalent 

language God spoke to Moses in Exodus 3:14, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me 

to you.” The Jewish leaders would have understood very well that Jesus was claiming his pre-existence 

and his Godhead. Their actions reflected their understanding his claim as we read in the next verses, 

“they picked up stones to throw at Him.” They viewed Jesus’ claim as blasphemy, a claim demanding 

death by stoning. 

 

Paul wrote about the pre-existence in this letter to the Colossian church in verse 1:16 “For by Him all 

things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

 Paul declared to the Roman church that God sent His own Son 

as an offering for our sins. God’s love for his creation can be seen in his involvement in the death of 

Christ. This divine act was part of the early Christian Christological 

 Paul outlines Christ’s life culminating with his death on the cross and resurrection. Grace, 

righteousness, and justification are phrases  

Specially attributed to God himself, but in Paul’s writings he uses these attributes interchangeably with 

God and Jesus validating Paul’s pre-existence Christology. 

 

If Christ is not affirmed as the God’s pre-existent son, then the central texts of Paul’s letter is in 

jeopardy. The Hebrews Christ is both the creator of the world 

and the sustainer of all things. Paul argues the superiority of the Son over the angels, and addresses him 

as Lord and God. 

 

Jesus claimed to forgive sin, an act that only God could do.  

 

Mat 9:2  And behold, they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said 

to the paralytic, Child, be of good cheer. Your sins are forgiven you.  

Mat 9:3  And lo, some of the scribes said within themselves, This one blasphemes.  

Mat 9:4  And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Why do you think evil in your hearts?  

Mat 9:5  For which is easier? To say, Your sins are forgiven you, or to say, Arise and walk!  

Mat 9:6  But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins, then He 

said to the paralytic, Arise, take up your bed and go to your house. 

 

The scribes listening to Jesus understood the claim he was making that he was able to  

Forgive sins and they viewed his claim to be blasphemy, as they commented; “Why does this man speak 

that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

 

 

Jesus also spoke of judging the world and having the authority to judge the  

spiritual condition of all people. 
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A power only God could exercise. His authority is also seen when he was questioned about picking heads 

of grain on the Sabbath, an action that was in violation of the Sabbath law. Jesus responded by noting 

that David had also violated this law He then redefined the Sabbath in  

 

Mark 2:23-28 



 

Mar 2:23  And it happened that He went through the grainfields on the sabbath day. And as they walked 

His disciples began to pluck the heads of grain.  

Mar 2:24  And the Pharisees said to Him, Behold, why do they do that which is not lawful on the sabbath 

day?  

Mar 2:25  And He said to them, Have you never read what David did, when he had need and was 

hungry, he, and those with him?  

Mar 2:26  How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest and ate the 

showbread, which it is not lawful to eat, except for the priests, and also gave to those with him?  

Mar 2:27  And He said to them, The sabbath came into being for man's sake, and not man for the 

sabbath's sake.  

Mar 2:28  Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the sabbath.  

 

Here we see again a claim that he was Lord and God.  

 

Mat 26:63  But Jesus was silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, I adjure you by the living 

God that you tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God.  

Mat 26:64  Jesus said to him, You said it. I tell you more. From this time you shall see the Son of Man 

sitting on the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of the heavens.  

Mat 26:65  Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, He has spoken blasphemy! What further need 

do we have of witnesses? Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy.  

 

Jesus did not dispute the charge that he claimed to be God, and he accepted his disciple’s 

acknowledgment of his deity. 

 

Joh 5:39  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life. And they are the ones 

witnessing of Me,  

Joh 5:40  and you will not come to Me that you might have life.  

Joh 5:41  I do not receive honor from men.  

Joh 5:42  But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.  

Joh 5:43  I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me. If another shall come in his own 

name, him you will receive.  

 

We glean from the above scripture that all scripture is a witness of Jesus Christ, establishing once again 

that he also not only pre-existed but existed through out the scriptures and is the I AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ seen in the Tabernacle 

 

Since Jesus is our high priest, he can now perform the duties of the priesthood on  

our behalf. The ceremony of the Old Covenant was centered around the Old Testament  

Tabernacle as this signified the Lord’s presence and was where God dwelled on earth.  God’s 

instructions for the tabernacle were very specific and exact as  

this was a divine picture of God’s provision, and a shadow of Christ’s role as our High  

Priest. 



The Outer Court 

The outer courtyard could only be entered through one door; within the courtyard  

the laver was placed for the priest to wash daily. They could not enter the Holy Place  

without washing. Christ is the Brazen Altar and Laver. Our sacrifice and the one who cleanses us from all 

unrighteousness. 

1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

 

 

The Holy Place 

 In the Holy Place only the priest could enter and would do so daily to perform his duties. Within the 

Holy Place, the Golden Lamp stand burned day and night serving as the only light in the tabernacle. 

Across from the lamp stand was the Showbread and table. On this table laid twelve loaves of bread 

representing God’s covenant with Israel. Also in this room was the Altar of Incense that burned 

continuously and represented prayers of the people.  

 

 

 

1. Christ is our Lamp Stand; Jesus spoke to them saying, “I am the light of the  

          world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of        

          life.” – Matt 5:14 

 

2. Christ is the Showbread; Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall 

not hunger.” – John 6:35 

 

3. Christ is the Altar of Incense; “Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to 

God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” – Heb 7:25 

 

 

The Holies of Holies 

 

The final room was the Holy of Holies. In this room only the High Priest could enter on the Day of 

Atonement and was separated from the Holy Place by a veil. In the Holy of Holies rested the Ark of the 

Covenant and the mercy seat. It was here that God was present. TheTemple was the center of the 

Mosaic covenant and was just a shadow of the New Covenant in Jesus Christ. 

 

1. Christ is the Veil; “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His 

flesh.” – Heb 10:20 

 

2. Christ is the Mercy Seat; “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is 

in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood” – Rom 3:24 - 25 

 

3. Christ is our High Priest; “For it was fitting for us to have such a High Priest, holy, innocent, 

undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens.” – Heb 7:26 

 

John 1:14  

tells us that the Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us. This word for dwelt 



is similar to the word in Hebrew for tabernacle; John is stating that Jesus is our tabernacle. 

  

Heb 9:11  But when Christ had become a high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 

perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building  

Heb 9:12  nor by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered once for all into the 

Holies, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  

 

 The New covenant centers on the redemptive work of Jesus Christ and His shedding of His blood for the 

forgiveness of sins.  

 

Joh 10:9  I am the door. If anyone enters in by Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and out and find 

pasture.  

 

There has been through church history many disputes to validate the human and divine existence of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. This prompted the establishing of definitions and creeds that sought to annihilate 

any heresies that surfaced in negating the human and divine existence in the God-man – Jesus 

Christ. 

 

In the year 51 AD after centuries of intense debate about the nature of Christ about 400 bishops and 

other church leaders sought to bring a clear definition that would have been acceptable to all churches. 

This gave birth to the council of Chalcedon in Asia Minor that sought to bring clarity regarding the dual 

nature of Christ that of been both God and Man however emphasizing that each nature was in no way 

fused together but stood as two separate natures the human nature and divine nature. 

The Chalcedon definition affirmed the following: Adopted 451 AD 

Following, then, the holy fathers, we unite in teaching all men to confess the one and only Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ. This selfsame one is perfect both in deity and in humanness; this selfsame one is also 

actually God and actually man, with a rational soul {meaning human soul} and a body. He is of the same 

reality as God as far as his deity is concerned and of the same reality as we ourselves as far as his 

humanness is concerned; thus like us in all respects, sin only excepted. Before time began he was 

begotten of the Father, in respect of his deity, and now in these "last days," for us and behalf of our 

salvation, this selfsame one was born of Mary the virgin, who is God-bearer in respect of his humanness.  

We also teach that we apprehend this one and only Christ-Son, Lord, only-begotten -- in two natures; 

and we do this without confusing the two natures, without transmuting one nature into the other, 

without dividing them into two separate categories, without contrasting them according to area or 

function. The distinctiveness of each nature is not nullified by the union. Instead, the "properties" of 

each nature are conserved and both natures concur in one "person" and in one reality - hypostasis. They 

are not divided or cut into two persons, but are together the one and only and only-begotten Word - 

Logos of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus have the prophets of old testified; thus the Lord Jesus Christ 

himself taught us; thus the Symbol of Fathers /  Nicene Creed has handed down to us.  

THE NICENE CREED 

In the first three centuries, the church was often forced into secrecy and seclusion. As a result, it was 

fraught with theological disputes, especially concerning the divinity of Jesus Christ. 

http://www.creeds.net/ancient/nicene.htm


When Constantine won control of the Roman Empire in 312 A.D., he elevated Christianity to favored 

status. He soon discovered the fractured state of the church and what it believed. To bring unity, he 

convened a council in the year 325 that met in the city of Nicaea. Out of that convention came the 

Nicene Creed, which is still a standard of belief for many Christian churches: 

 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 

invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again according to the 

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come 

again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 

of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

The origin of the Apostles' Creed is less clear than that of the Nicene Creed. The most common view is 

that it was originally developed in the first or second century and was influenced later by the Nicene 

Creed. The earliest historical evidence of the creed's existence is in a letter written by the Council of 

Milan in 390 A.D. 

Almost every denomination has a slightly different version of the Apostles' Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

http://www.thefathershouse.org/creed/filioque.html
http://www.thefathershouse.org/creed/filioque.html


the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

There are pertinent questions that one must ask: 

1. How can Jesus be the same time God and man 

2. How can they subsist  

The problem and the fine line one would need to consider is how can Jesus both exist as God and 

human without being seen as a fusion of God and  man as this would have produced a 3
rd

 being 

from the two. 

The Chalcedon council confronted this problem and offered a definition but not a solution. The 

definition sought to place a boundary around what was accepted as sound doctrine. It accepted that 

the incarnation remained a mystery.  

THE DEFINITION STRESSED THE FOLLOWING: 

- Jesus is fully God but not God only 

- Jesus is fully many and not man only 

- Nor is he kind of intermediate being, neither God nor man 

- Rather, he is both God and man united in one person 

- Therefore He possesses two natures, divine and human, each of which remains separate and 

complete in itself. 

This unit within the person of Christ is strongly felt by all Christians who is in fact himself God: The God-

man 

Whilst I have presented these definitions which clarify for us the nature of Christ there also existed 

some ancient heresies which we need to briefly look at: 

 

A number of false ideas about the nature of Christ’s humanity and deity have arisen over the centuries, 

from the earliest days up to the present. Here are details of the main ones: 

  

a. Denial of Christ’s true humanity 

The Docetists (late 1
st

 Century) believed that though Jesus appeared human, He was really only divine 

(Greek, dokeo, to seem). They taught that the ‘divine Christ’ descended on the man Jesus at His baptism 

and left before the cross. Thus they denied that ‘the Christ’ ever had a real body.  

  

b. Denial of Christ’s true deity  

The Ebionites (2
nd

 Century) taught that Christ was not pre-existent and only had the Spirit after His 

baptism. All such denials of the deity of Christ involve a denial of the Trinity as well. 



  

The Arians (4
th

 Century), named after Arius, believed that since the Father ‘begat’ the Son, the Son was 

the first person that God ‘created’. They held that though Jesus was of similar substance to God 

(homoiousia), He was not the same substance (homoousia). They viewed Christ as a demi-god, neither 

fully human nor fully God. The representatives of this view today are the Jehovah Witnesses. 
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Another early heresy, Monarchianism, overemphasised the unity of the Godhead, making Christ and the 

Spirit mere ‘functions’ of the Father. This is similar to the modern error held by ‘Oneness Pentecostals’ 
or the ‘Jesus only’ movement. 

  

Yet another early error, Gnosticism (from the Greek word ‘gnosis’, meaning knowledge), taught that 

there were numerous ‘emanations’ between God and man (on different levels), one of which was Christ 

was one. Today’s counterpart to this ancient group would be the New Age Movement. 

  

Finally in this category the early error of Socianism denied the divine nature of the Lord Jesus. 

  

c. Denial of the Perfection of the natures of Christ (diminishing one or the other) 

One error, Apollinarianism (4
th

 Century), named after Apollinarius of Laodicea (b. circa 310 AD), argued 

that since the human mind leads men into sin, Christ, who could not sin, must not have been a true man 

- rather the ‘logos’ took the place of His mind. Apollinarius claimed that Christ was human and divine, 

but in reality denied the true humanity of Christ, for if Christ did not have a human mind He was not 

truly human. 

  

A widely held belief today called Kenoticism – or semi-Kenoticism – states that the Son ‘emptied’ 
Himself of some or all divine attributed at His birth. This is based on a false interpretation of Philippians 

2. 

  

d. Denial of the distinction between the two natures of Christ 

A strange early error by the name of Eutychianism (5
th

 Century), from Eutychus (378-454AD), 

acknowledged that there were two natures in Christ before He came to earth, but only one nature after 

that point, when in effect, so they believed, the human nature was subsumed into the divine. They 

claimed Christ was neither God nor man, but a mixture of both. 

  

A heresy by the name of Monophysitism – from ‘mono’ single and ‘physis’ nature – rejected the two 

natures of Christ. It stated that Jesus' two natures were combined into one new one. Thus neither God 

nor man was represented in Christ but a new third thing. 

  

e. Denial of Christ’s one personality 

Nestorianism (5
th

 Century) – named after Nestorian (Bishop of Constantinople, 428) - taught that the 

unity of Christ’s person was moral (a conjunction of will only) not organic i.e. a true unity in every sense. 

He divided the natures of Christ so as to virtually make two persons, thus denying the one personality of 

Christ. He believed that the divine nature controlled the human nature. According to this view, Christ 

was not God, but merely a ‘bearer of God’. 
  

f. Denial of the continuity of the Saviour’s personality 

Adoptionism – any theory which says that Jesus was simply a man upon whom ‘divine qualities’ were 

conferred and who was ‘adopted’ as the divine Word, rather than being the same as the pre-existent 

Word. 



 

 

 

 

 

Through this study I have come to the conclusion that Christ certainly does possess the attributes of God 

in that: 

 

- He has self-existence 

- His life is eternal 

- He has pre-existed 

- He is omnipotent 

- He is omniscient 

- He is omnipresent 

- He gives the Holy Spirt 

- He cannot yield to death 

- He gives life to others 

- He will come again 

-  

These attributes affirm that only a God could possess them. The God-man, Immanuel – “GOD WITH US” 

 

 

Wikipedia – historicity of Jesus Christ 
John Knox – the humanity and divinity of Christ 
Immanuel – bible study – Teamwork 
 
 


